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Dr.Hindurao Patil Research has a significanr role in the
Principal - Vivekanand College, Kolhapur. professional tives af university and college teachers,
E-mail: hinduraopatil2@gmail.com {f we compare Indian Universities to the Western

Universities in terms of research, we are far behind,
Hardly 6 to 7 Nobel Prize winners are in India,

Editorial Office whereas there are 84 Nobel Laureates in Hardward

Dr. D. A. Desai University alone. It clearly indicates the position
Executive Editor of research in India.

2130, E, Tarabai Park, Kolhapur, There are several reasons thai our university

PhoneNo.:0231-2654398 and college teachers are not serious about research.

Mob.: 9850146731 Many of the teachers don t have positive approach

towards research. Some af them have real urge

Fax:0231-2638840. about research and they want their work lo be

Email: editorvivekresearch@gmail.com published and commented so that there can be valid
Website : www.vivekanandcollege.org and reliable conclusions. But unfortunately they
dont get proper platform to publish their work,
Publishedby as there are limited number of research journals
: . : available now, To cater the needs of the research
Dr. Hi ndumﬂ Patil scholars, we have started 'Vivek Research Journal’,
Princ lPﬂl This is a sincere attempt to encourage researchers
Vivekanand College, Kolhapur. in various disciplines to publish their research
articles and help them to generate research culture

among them.
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P P
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! appreciate the efforts of the article writers and
I am sure they will sustain and enhance their
research culture
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The articlex publivhed in Vivek Research (s subject o copy right of the ublither: No material can he reproduced withou
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THE HERO’S JOURNEY TOWARDS REDEMPTION
IN PAULO COELHO’S NOVEL ALEPH

Mrs. Shruti M. Joshi *
Dr. Ashok A. Karande**
Abstract :

Almost all the novels of the globally acelaimed Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho
explore the theme of the hero's journey in search of his (or her) spiritual self. This
paper focuses on the novel Aleph which narrates Paulo s (the persona) journey on
the Trans-Siberian railway that leads him to his redemption. The study intends to
describe the different stages in this spiritual journey by applying the archetypal
hero-journey models of Joseph Campbell and Carol Pearson. Paulo, the hero of
Aleph, turns out to be a representative of the hero in everyman. The end of Paulo's
quest frees him from his guilt and rewards him with redemption and a newer
spiritual self. He has to overcome his personal fears and nightmares. Other major
characters are on their own way to self-discovery and salvation as well. Together
they undertake a path that teaches the readers love, forgiveness and courage to
overcome life's fﬂel-:f.l‘dbft challenges.

Keywords : I'he hero s journey, self-discovery, redemption, Aleph.

INTRODUCTION :

The Brazilian novelist Paulo Coelho
has become a global phenomenon. His
fictional and non-fictional works have
been translated into nearly 56 languages
and is widely read in 150 countries. His
work has such universal appeal because
of the fundamental issues and themes that
he discusses in them and the messages
he sends across to his readers. His Ta-

jor works move around the themes like
love, fate v/s willpower, personal legends,
omens, the soul of the world, magic
realism and spiritual quests. The hero's
spiritual journey is the pivotal theme in
Coelho's novels like the Alchemist, the
Zahir, Aleph, the Valkyries and the Pil-
grimage. Their heroes, being dissatisfied
with their lot, embark on an adventure in
search of the ultimate dream. They meet
people who help them through the ob-

*  Vivekanand College, Kolhapur, Maharashtra. shrutijoshi78@gmailcom
** Guide and Principal, Aris and Commerce College, Nagthane.
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stacles on their way to spiritual awaken-
ing and self-discovery. This pattem of plot
structure is repeated even in Brida and
the Witch of Portobello. There is this
obvious semblance with the archetypal
hero-journey which gives Coelho s nov-
els an aura of mystical adventures. Al-
most all his fictional works are autobio-
graphical and his personae undertake
spiritual journeys, just like Coelho him-
self, at different stages of their life. Paulo
Coelho has travelled a lot and has been
on various pilgrimages like Santiago de
Compostela, Spain (as described in the
Pilgrimage), road to Rome etc. His
unique experiences of gradual awaken-
ing to his spiritual self impart authenticity
to his narratives. Coelho went on a sign-
ing tour on the Trans-Siberian railway in
2006 which formed the basis of his novel
Aleph (2011). This paper focuses Aleph
because it is one of Coelho's most
personal novels to date. The theme
follows the archetypal pattern of hero's
journey with minute variations.

THE HERO'S JOURNEY
TOWARDS REDEMPTION:

The pattern of a hero's journey in
search of personal adventure gets
repeated in myths and legends all over
the world. Joseph Campbell in ‘The Hero
with a Thousand Faces' (1968)
expounds the monomyth of hero's

adventure. The journey is divided in
different stages and sub-stages like- de-
parture or call to the adventure (dawn of
spiritual awakening and the appearance
of a herald or initiator), refusal or ac-
ceptance (of the call by the hero), super-
natural guardian , the road of trials or
ordeals (meeting with a goddess, atone-
ment with father, the hero s magic flight,
the reward) and the return (to share his
blessings with the community). However,
his hero is depicted as a God, a prophet,
a saint, a world-redeemer or a lover. This
formula of mythical hero-jouney can be,
however, easily translated and varied to
modem equivalents. It is very much flex-
ible, capable of endless variation without
sacrificing any of its magic. Carol Pearson
in 'The Hero Within'( 1989), describes
the hero as a wanderer, an orphan, a
martyr, a caregiver, a seeker, a lover, a
destroyer, a creator, a ruler, a sage, a
fool, a magician and a warrior. Accord-
ing to Pearson, we are all heroes, re-
gardless of our sex, in our daily conflicts
with our personal monsters and night-
mares. Vogler's model of the hero in the
Ordinary World. (Vogler, 2007), de-
scribes both male and female protago-
nists as 'hero". For him, all of us are he-
roes in the quest to explore our own
minds. The hero’s journey begins with
the hero in the ordinary world, going
about ordinary life, except that something
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isn't quite right. We see the hero in his
Ordinary World so we recognize the
difference when he enters the Special
World of the story. The hero of Aleph,
Paulo, fits in this ordinary- hero type.

The narrator of Aleph, Paulo, is a
fifty nine years old writer and a mystic.
He is living a successful life with a loving
wife and trusted friends. He had expected
to find absolute peace through his leamn-
ing and experience. But, for the last two
years, he has been feeling stagnant, is
unhappy and doubtful about his faith in a
parallel spiritual universe. There is inner
conflict and frustration. During one of the
magical rituals that he practices, he comes
to know about his mistakes in his earlier
birth. He needs peace and freedom from
the feeling of guilt and frustration. His
learning does not help him to go near
God and the absolute peace. His search
for wisdom has become just a routine
and he cannot understand how to live.
He thinks that he has reached his limits
and cannot evolve himself spiritually any
further. This stagnancy is the major ob-
stacle between his “self' and God. So,
now enters his spiritual guide I (crypti-
cally named) , advices him to get up and
go experimenting. “‘Stop repeating the
same lesson, because you won't learn
anything new that way” (dleph, 9). “It s
what you do in the present that will re-

deem the past and thereby change the
future™ (10).

So, Paulo is set again on his spiritual
quest to conquer his kingdom back, to
understand his life- purpose in the
"present." He embarks on a new pilgrim-
age (having completed two already). The
loss of routine will bring change. Change
means movement and movement means
friction. Paulo knows that his quest for
his lost world will result in unexpected
change, challenges, long waiting or even,
nothing. However, he is a born pilgrim,
as he says. So, he realizes that he will
never reach his goal by staying in the
same place all the time. “To live is to
experience things, not sit around pon-
dering the meaning of life” (66). He can
communicate with his soul only while
exploring "deserts, cities, mountains and
roads' . He must move on. Paulo needs
to understand that his path to self-dis-
covery is reflected in the eyes of the
strange people. I' Il only manage to grow
with the help of others™ (29). “If I can
understand what is going on in the world,
[ can understand what s going on inside
myself’(31). So, he embarks on a book-
signing tour |eaving his comfortable life,
in search of his kingdom.

The Trans-Siberian Railway will carry
him from Moscow to Vladivostok, 9288
km, through the snows and mountains,
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the towns and cities along the route — an
ever-changing space and a constant
movement. Among his companions is a
Turkish girl of 21years, Hilal, who is a
talented violinist. She insists on accom-
panying Paulo on the journey as she thinks
that she can help him heal and he, in
return, will heal her wounds by giving her
the true unconditional love she is looking
for. Hilal comes as the assisting goddess
in Paulo's journey towards redemption.
Paulo is carrying the ghosts of his own
past in his subconscious and needs to
find the solutions. Like the archetypal
hero, he enters the deepest cave of his
mind. It is on the train, between two
carriages, that he experiences his "Aleph’
with Hilal and realizes that in the past life
(five hundred years ago), he is guilty of
a sin against Hilal. The Aleph brings back
bad memories and he must find the an-
swer to end this pain and anxiety. The
train journey becomes a metaphorical
journey into his past, to his roots. A
solution to his guilt will bring his redemp-
tion and spiritual growth.

Now, the "Aleph’ functions as the
supernatural aid mentioned in the arche-
type of hero journey. The Aleph is the
point at which everything is in the same
place at the same time(79). Accorlling to
the magical tradition, it is a point in the
universe that contains all other points,

present and past, large and small (103).
When two or more people with a very
strong affinity happen to find themselves
in this point, their different energies com-
plete each other and provoke a chain
reaction (105). So, when Paulo and Hilal,
being lovers in the past, meet at the in-
between space of the train carriages, they
enter a mutual trance and have flashes of
vague images. In psychological terms, we
can suggest that the Aleph is a state when
mind is open wide to invite the subcon-
scious out. According to the past- life,
regression healing therapy advised by Dr.
Brian Weiss, the Aleph can be explained
as the mental act of going back to an
earlier time (any point in the past ) in
order to retrieve memories that may still
be negatively influencing a person's
present life(Weiss, 1992.p.27).

During the first Aleph moment with
Hilal, Paulo gets some glimpses of his
encounters with Hilal in the past, when
he was a Dominican brother and she was
an accused witch. In his subsequent
moments of the Aleph, his past gets re-
vealed to him gradually. He was a lover
of this fifteen years old girl who was guilty
of practicing witch-craft along with seven
other women. He betrayed her love and
did not help her escape the execution.
The pain and anxiety of this guilt haunts
him .Out of the eight victim women, he
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has already met in this life and no one
has helped him in knowing the end of his
story. As his mentor J advises Paulo, “,...
We all have the possibility of redemp-
tion, but for that to happen, we have to
seek out the people we harmed and ask
their forgiveness”(13). He has to try to
achieve his redemption through Hilal.
Meanwhile, he has to struggle against the
physical attraction that he starts feeling
for her and learn to love her truly. He
tries to defend himself by denying any
attachment to her in front of the fellow
travelers. In the last phase of the jour-
ney, Paulo doubts his intention to take
Hilal back in the Aleph; back to her tor-
menting past, to find an answer to his
own anxiety. Howewer, he is forced to
explain to her their relationship and takes
her along in the Aleph again. This time,
Hilal sees vague images, encounters the
painful past and forgives him for his crime
of betrayal; thus, bringing about his final
redemption. Paulo, finally, comes to know
of his destiny in the past life, is forgiven
by those women and is freed of the pain
and suffering of guilt. This self-discovery
of both, Paulo and Hilal, awakens a re-
newed spirituality in them.

The journey brings other rewards to
the hero -of self-awakening insights -as
well. Before the last stop, Paulo walks
the whole length of the train, opening and

closing numerous doors. He feels the train
is like a city, a country or a whole uni-
verse with all kinds of people and their
different languages, doing many things or
sitting silent. He regrets of not experi-
encing this before. “The journey would
have been so much richer” (267). How-
gver, he returns with memories of scenes
that would stay with him forever. Towards
the end of the journey, he reflects over
the ending of an adventure. All the pas-
sengers will return to their homes and
family, back to normal routine. The two
weeks of jouney will recede into memory.
The world around has not changed at all
meanwhile. Yet, these travelers in search
of their kingdom are now different. For
Hilal, the journey does not end there in
Vladivostok; but begins. For Yao, the
Chinese interpreter, this jouney provides
an opportunity to bring back God in his
life whom he killed with the death of his
wife. Paulo has won back his kingdom
with his redemption. The guilt vanished;
he is back in touch with himself and the
magical universe. He is back in “here
and now" and no more tormented by
the past. He wonders if he could have
reached the same conclusions without
ever setting on the journey, but he had to
travel a long way to find what was there
within himself. “The magical and the ex- -
traordinary are with me and with every-
one in the universe all the time, but some-
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times we forget that and need to be
reminded....to the other”(281).

Paulo's journey has two dimensions.
Physically, he travels on the Trans-Sibe-
rian Railway and this journey progresses
in the forward direction towards
Vladivostok. Simultaneously, he travels
backward into his subconscious towards
his earlier birth in search of the real cause
of his sense of guilt and anxiety. There-
fore, it is a metaphorical journey, from
without to within, from physical to spir-
itual, from sin and guilt to forgiveness and
redemption. We need to travel like this
time and again in search of the treasures
and miracles that such journeys reveal to
us. Carol Pearson's six archetypes of the
hero include the Warrior and the Magi-
cian type. As magicians, heroes under-
stand that nothing essential is ever lost.
Sacrifice becomes the organic and gentle
letting go of the old to make way for
new growth, new life:(Pearson,15). So
our hero, Paulo, returns home with this
revelation and the circle of the hero's
journey is complete.

CONCLUSIONS:

Paulo Coelho's novels, being" auto-
biographical, depict his own spiritual
voyages undertaken at different stages of
his life. His heroes (and heroines) go on
similar journeys to solve their quests for

self-discovery, spiritual growth and sal-
vation. Initially, they face certain
dissatisfactions, frustrations regarding their
lot and are prompted by some mentor to
set on adventures in search of answers
to their issues. During these journeys, they
face their own ordeals and struggle with
their nightmares and are helped by cer-
tain facilitators. The end of their adven-
ture rewards them with the fulfiliment of
their personal goals and a spiritual re-
newal. Thus, within the (roughly followed)
archetypal pattern, the hero's journey
takes place. In Coelho's Aleph, the nar-
rator Paulo faces a mental block and is
dissatisfied with his successful profes-
sional and routine life. His spiritual guide
advices him to leave the comfort-zone
and go on experimenting and travelling,
He might find his redemption by facing
his past and by being forgiven by those
whom he has wronged. Thus, Paulo
embarks on a book-signing tour on the
Traps-Siberian railway, where he meets
some fellow travelers who are on their
own spiritual journeys. Among them is
Hilal, Paulo's lover from a past life whom
he has betrayed. An encounter with the
past in the Aleph moment and he is en-
gulfed by a fresh sense of guilt which
renews his agonies. In due course of time,
with the help of Hilal, he is forgiven, freed
and achieves his redemption, Paulo is a
representative of the ordinary hero
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(Vogler, 2007) who is present in all of
us. We are all heroes fighting our own
battles on our journey towards self- dis-
covery. Coelho's novels acknowledge this
hero within the ordinary readers and set
them on a spiritual adventure in seurch of
self-renewal and growth.
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FEMINIST INTERPRETATION OF OTHELLO

Dr. Kavita Tiwade *

ABSTRACT :

The women character in Shakespearean plays often highlights their perse-
verance strength and intelligence. This indicates the playwright's understanding
that Women should be on equal ground with men. The present paper endeavors
to trace the feministic interpretation of Othello. A feminist analysis of the play
Othello allows us to judge the differemt social values and status of women in the
Elizabethan society. Shakespeare's works lead to the powerful independent woman
setting back into seciety with her husband. This play is set in a time when women
were supposed to have the characteristics of charity, silence and obedience.

Key Words : Keywords : Feminist, Patriarchy, Racial Feminism

Then God said, subcategories that focus on specific areas
“Let us make mankind within the sphere of women’s inequality
e ‘;:': ':'"H”' '"‘:"’ likeness, o men. One subcategory, radical
so that they may rule over i ] ; ‘

the fish in the Sea and the birds fmumm: G 1tselfmthlhen:.|ﬁathat
in the Sky, over the live stock and society is influent by a male dominated.
all wild animals “Patriarchal ideology”, according to Kate
and all over the creatures that )Millet exaggerates biological differences
move along the ground. bet s acd ik tai

So, God created mankind in hi ;
o Kl gl i that men always have the dominant or

own image,

in the image of God he created masculine, roles and that men always have
them; male and female the subordinate or feminine ones (Millett,
he created them. Kate Sexual Politics 1969)

The construct of feminism is based Kate Millet insists that the roots of

upon the woman's struggle in so::iety for women’s oppression are deeply buried
social, political and economic equality  in gender system of patriarchy. Patriarchy
with men, Feminism possesses many has existed in all known human societies.

*  Associate Professor, Vivekanand College, Kolhapur
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Radical Feminism sees the oppression of
women as fundamental and the most basic
form of oppression. This oppression is
to obtain psychological ego, satisfaction
and strength and self-esteem.

Othello serves as an example of the
Elizabethan patriarchal society the practice
of privileges in patriarchal marriages and
suppression and restriction of femininity.
The Elizabethan society considered
woman to be inferior to the man and her
loyalty should to the man and in the
family. Daughters were to keep the
loyalties with their fathers and the
patriarchal society, where men were the
héad of their house. Marriages were
arranged to continue loyalties towards the
family name. Within such misogynous
context, William Shakespeare has
described the women in his plays as being
strong, confident individuals, much
different from the stereotypical roles of
the time period in which he lived. The
Women characters of Othello displayed
the characteristics of powerful modern
women. "

Within the play, out of three women,
the one that plays the most important role
is Desdemona. She represents a woman
of the seventeenth century sexuality

morality surpassing the Venetian women
of that time.

The first step of defining herself as a
woman would be taking the initiative in
the courtship with Othello. She presents
a threat to stability of patriarchal society.
Desdemona has taken on a strong stand
against patriarchy by refusing to comply
with her father’s wish to marry within her
Venetian tribe. She has remained inflexible
in her decision. Desdemona is a real
feminist heroine ready to take an
adventure with the man she loves. By
marrying outside her race, religion,
Desdemona defies custom by posing the
scandal of miscegenated offspring.
Desdemona is regarded as independent,
head strong and determined to time her
life as she wants. Desdemona
demonstrates her stubborn nature. She is
determined to persuade anyone to get
her own way. Lynda Boose also argues
for Desdemona’s *Shrew - like’ character
to recognizing her determination to serve
Othello, for sacking her father. (Boose
L. Pg. 20) She"defies both parental
authority and social convention of her
times.

This is racial thing. Her father
Brabantio laments.

11
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O Unhappy girl!
With the moor, sayest thou?

Who would be a father ?

O, she deceives me past thought!

O treason of the blood!

He then a pop strophes paternity

in general to Othello

Desdemona is someone who
empathizes with his life and listens to his
pains. “She loved me for the dangers 1
passed, and I loved her for she did pity
them.” She challenges Othello as she had
challenged her father and defends herself
with the same straight forward way.

“And have mercy too !

I'never did offend you in

My life; never loved Cassio.

But with such a general

warranty of heaven.

As | might love;

[ never gave him token —

Desdemona, Act V, Scene I1

Feminist and anti-feminist ideas are
presented very clearly, with Desdemona
representing one extreme, the passive
ideal wife; Desdemona is treated harshly
throughout the entire play by her father,
and husband.

The feminist theory of oppression can
be applied to her through these male

characters. Desdemona retreats into
childlike behaviour to escape from reality.
She never requires reassurance of her
value as @ person. On the other hand,
Othello represents the need for public
respect. Desdemona is woman of
emotional and intellectual strength.

The feminist element of the play has
been magnified with the fact that the
“moral chorus” of the play, is a female -
Emilia. She is most progressive character
from beginning to end. Emilia progresses
from a more quiet, obedient wife to an
outspoken strong willed woman. Emilia’s
outspoken behaviour and passionate
voice grew stronger throughout the play.
She educates Desdemona on the nature
of infidelity, verifying. .

“Why we have galls and though we
have some grace, yet we have some
revenge. Let husbands know their wives
havg sense like them. They see, and smell,
and have their palates both for sweet and
sour, as husbands have” -

Emilia, Act, IV Scene II.

Emilia is not a part of lago's
misconception about women and
maintains her charming aura of feminity.
During Renaissance England, women
progressed very slowly towards a more
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equal position in snciety: Men were
frightened of strong women and as lago
killed Emilia attempted to keep them
silent and in a subordinate position. With
Shakespeare as an advocate for women’s
voices, Emilia is a woman to be looked
at pride and honor.

As she talks to Desdemona at the
end of Act IV, Emilia is fairly damming
her opinion of men. In a speech
reminiscent of shylok’s ‘Hath not a Jew
eyes’? Emilia argues that women are
physically no different to men.

The only difference, Emilia implies,
is that men are mentally weaker. She
suggests that men are simplistic, unable
to control their deSires with logical
thought. It is perhaps ironic that the
actions of Jago and Othello in this play
confirm her arguments. Emilia is the
smartest characters in the play. She is
the first one to realize that her husband
duped everybody for his own psychotic
ambition,

“dull moor, that handkerchief
than speak’st of I found by
fortune, and did give my
husband ....”

Emilia knows that she will be slain
and Iago soon gives her a death cut with

his dagger, but just as her Feminist
outlook empowered Desdemona, her
courage in revealing her husband’s guilt;
empowers the Moor to complete the
tragedy with an honorable suicide.
Othello is essentially a man of honor and
it is Emilia who reminds him for his better
nature. By killing himself, Othello redeems
himself and that redemption was made
possibly only by Emilia. He personally
validates the Feminist ideal.

A Feminist study of Othello shows
the status of women in the Elizabethan
society. The fact that Othello, a noble
and loving husband, mistreats his wife
illustrates the general contempt and
misogyny that men feel throughout the
play. Though men regard the women as
inferiors, the women never confront their
mistreaiment. They remain loyal to their
partners; lago mistreats Emilia and detests
her. But Emilia remains more loyal to him
than to gentle and caring Desdemona.

The minor role of Bianca is also
imporiant for our feministic study. She is
the “Whore' of society and her character
is dehumanized. Her role seems small but
significant, Even though she is called a
strumpet. She is also considering as a
woman with a goal. Her Goal is to feel
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love and trusted by a man, but Bianca is
deceived as a whore. Bianca is brought
in to this play as Cassio’s jealous mistress;
he gives her Desdemona’s handkerchief,
not realizing whose handkerchief it really
was. She was aware of the great risk
involved when she married a moor.
Bianca is just a woman who is looking
for some affection, but she is independent
to be with whomever she wants because
she is not committed with anyone. The
jealousy and treatment of Othello, Cassio
and Iago towards the women fuels the
plot and tums the reader’s attention away
from them to empathize with Desdemona,
Emilia and Bianca.

The aim of feminism is to change this
degrading view of women so that all
women will realize that they are not a
secondary, but each woman is a valuable
person possessing the same privileges
and right as every man. Desdemona has
deliberately stepped beyond the
‘acceptable’ perimeter for a woman of
her status and breeding. In the end of the
play Desdemona is a symbol of
weakness, she is killed by heryown
husband. Shakespeare, through
Desdemona presented a feminist case for

the station of women in society and their
abuses at the hands of men.

At the end of the play however,
Othello is determined to kill Desdemona.
When Desdemona learns Othello’s
intentions, she resists feebly, but accepts
her fact.

When asked who her murder is she
says,

Nobody, I myself, farewell.

Commend me to my kind lord O,

fare well.

Desdemona’s last words are to clear
her husband of the blame in her murder,
though he is the one who carried out the
deed. Thus, not only are women
mistreated, they seem to accept their
mistreatment with little resistance.

Desdemona, Emilia and Bianca
represent the three different sides of
women: the noble and loyal one, the one
who believes in having a voice, and the
one who wants affection from male who
is easy (strumpet). All three characters
feel that they as women should not be
judged nor treated with any less respect
as a man does because women have a
voice and they need to be heard. These
stereotypes of women are still being
compared to in today’s society.
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Shakespeare’s feministic interpretation of
Othello brings the roles of women and
we leam how women felt during that time
and now history brought women to be
equal to men. It is a clear that the actions
and language of Shakespeare’s three
female characters signify a tentative step
towards an egalitarian society.

Nay, we must think men are not
gods. (Act Ill, scene 4)

By definition, this suggests that
Desdemona has certainly perceived men
to be God-like figures in the past; but
indicates that her experiences with Othello
have taught her lesson. In the play, Othello
and lago die as vicious oppositions while
Emilia and Desdemona dies hand in hand.
Such devotion Emilia and Desdemona had
echoed which men cannot encompass
also glorifies woman of the Venetian
society.

The dialogues and attitudes of the
male characters reflect misogynistic and
false representation of woman,
Shakespeare has refuted it the morally,
emotionally and intellectually virtues of
Desdemona, Emilia and Bianca, all
striving to be the best wives and fights to
break their gender barriers. Desdemona

proved her liberation showing that she
controlled her own desires. By destroying
the general barriers she sealed her own
fate. Othello realized that Desdemona’s
body and mind are her own domin. Upon
this realization, Othello also saw that he
had lost his own power. But Desdemona
had to pay for her liberation was death.

The male characters of the play have
varied views towards women. Cassio
often idealizes Desdemona, praising her
positive characters. Iago’s attitude
towards women is critical and negatives.

He tells Emilia that women are
“Pictures out of doors, Bells in your
parlors wildcats in your kitchens, saints
in your injuries devils being offended,
players in your huswibery, and huswines
in your beds” (ACT 2 -1) meaning that
women are often deceptive. Othello’s
views on women are more complex than
lago Qthello loves and praises
Desdemona in the play. But after he
believes that Desdemona is being
unfaithful. He becomes cynical and
hostile, even hitting his wife (4:1) He calls
her a strumpet. His attitudes towards
women transform into hatred.
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Conclusion:

In the play, the males are put in
the positions of power so the women are
not able to take over. e.g. Brabantio is a
senator, Othello is a leader, the members
on the council are all male. Women who
do not obey male dominating societies
for submission and faithfulness are subject
to death. Two of the three women in the
Play cross the lines and killed but third
survivor. Desdemona is suspected of
unfaithfulness and because she has failed
to comply with Othello he kills her. When
Emilia finds Othello with the body of
Desdemona she refuses to obey lago.
She defines lago‘and he kills her. These
women must die so that the uprising
against the rule of the men can be
stopped. The women gain power when
they disobey.

Emilia is a feminist, assertive,
independent model of womanhood, while
Desdemona plays the ideal and passive
female character. Women are portrayed
in a varied and complex way in Othello.

Through Othello, Shakespeare
comments on a generally a‘ccepted
societal view of his day. Through the
interactions of his characters,
Shakespeare brings to light the

mistreatment of women by men and also
shows women did not resist this
mistreatment.
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THE USE OF BIBLICAL ALLUSIONS IN
WILLIAM FAULKNER’S THE SOU.ND AND THE FURY
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ABSTRACT :

William Faulkner is an author widely known not only for his rather compli-
cated and experimental writings, but also for his pervading use of imtertextuality
and allusions. This essay discusses how the literary allusions contribute to
Faulkner's story by locating and interpreting them. It will discuss the different
allusions found in the novel by mapping these allusions. In his novel The Sound
and The Fury (1929) this is made especially clear along with a rather innova-
tive technique that further complicates the novel. There are a great number of
literary allusions which, deciphered, to contribute and enrich the perplexing
story.
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INTRODUCTION his characters. By alluding to great number
The literary term allusion springs  of literary works, Faulkner provides his
from Latin verb alludere which means  readers with the possibility to understand
“to play around” or “to refer to the many times complicated minds of his
mockingly”, An allusion can beusedasa characters on a deeper level.
seuight forwand device to catbice the gy oy 411 USIONS
text by providing further meaning, but it
can also be used in a more complex sense Since the Bible has been a most
to make an ironic comment on one thing influential piece of literature ever since it
by comparing it to som ething that is was written, it should not come as
dissimilar.,William Faulkner’s use of SUrPrise that the work of a writer

allusions in the Sound and The Fury obviously fond of literary references
can first and foremost be said to serye pervaded by biblical allusions. As a
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the concept of God in Faulkner’s writing,
“Faulkner is heavily influenced by the
Judeo-Christian tradition, which pervades
his work on every level of analysis and
from which he borrows concepts,
symbols, images and allusions central to
the meaning of those works” (Palumbo,
142). This statement illuminates the
importance of biblical allusions in
Faulkner’s literary work. With this in mind
the analysis of the biblical allusions used
in The Sound and The Fury should
appear as a matter of research in this

paper.

The occasions where Faulkner refers
or alludes to the Bible in The Sound
and The Fury are indeed many, although
the degree of legibility may vary. Some
of the more evident allusions refer to
psalms, as which Mrs. Compson
exclaims, “he was to be my joy and
salvation” (SAF 96), referring to her
favourite son Jason and how he is her
only hope. This fragment alludes to Psalm
51, which includes the lines “restore to
me the joy of your salvation / and grant
me a willing spirit, to sustain me.”

Obviously, there are the places where
Faulkner makes allusions contaning
Biblical names, a device that immediately
makes the reader aware of Bible's
presence. In one of Quentin’s more or
less confused and confusing monologues

his forgetting of a glass leads him to think,
“I had forgotten the glass, but [ can see
cooling fingers invisible swan throat where
less than Moses rod” (S4F [57). In this
passage he refers to Exodus 17 and the
story of how Moses is able to bring
cooling water from the rock at Horeb by
striking it with his rod.

These rather obvious and verbatim
allusions can be seen as a means used to
make the reader alert to more subtle and
comprehensive ones. By looking closer
at the more conceptual allusions used in
The Sound and The Fury, places where
allusions are used in order to create all-
pervading ideas and understandings can
be found. One such all-pervading idea is
the Eden Myth. This myth is particularly
very central to the novel, namely the
scene where Caddy has climbed a tree
in order to be able to waich her
grandmother’s funeral through the
window. The importance of this scene is
emphasized by the many places and times
where Faulkner has stated it to be the
actual reason for the rest of the novel.
First of all, the actual episode when
Caddy climbs the tree begins when “a
snake crawled out from under the house”
(SAF, 40). Needless to say, the snake is
an animal strongly connected to the Bible,
and it certainly plays an important role in
the Garden of Eden.
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Moreover, the tree Caddy climbs is
a fruit tree, and she climbs it in order to
do something forbidden, just as Eve eats
the fruit in the Garden of Eden in order
to gain forbidden knowledge. Further
suggestion for this connection appears a
couple of pages later when Dilsey orders
Caddy to get down from the tree with
the words “you, Satan [—] come down
from there” (SAF 47). In having Dilsey
call Caddy “Satan”, Faulkner makes the
reader highly aware that other, more
expansive, allusions might be present in
the text, an awareness that clearly makes
the setting of the mythical garden nearer
in mind.

Further allusion;'m the Garden of
Eden are made in a passage where
Quentin recalls Caddy's wedding day
thinking that “the curtains leaning in on
the twilight upon the odour of the apple
behind her head kimono-winged the voice
that breathed O’er eden clothes upon the
bed by the nose seen above the apple”
(SAF, 98). The repeated mentioning of a
tree, here even an apple tree, immediately
carries the mind to the Tree of
Knowledge and Good and Evil and thus
to the Garden of Eden. Quentin’s
recalling of “voice that breathed O’er
eden”, presumably the voice of Benjy,
further indicates a connection with Eden
Myth, and as John T. Matthews argues,

all these parts considered “we may see
that Faulkner wants to recall the scene
of Eve’s temptation by Satan in the
Garden of Eden™ (Mathew, 116).

If the scenery of this crucial event is
to be rendered as the Garden of Eden,
then it should also be appropriate to
argue for severe similarities between
Caddy and Eve. As mentioned earlier,
Caddy is the one who is disobedient to
her father and climbs the tree on the day
of Damuddy’s funeral, just as Eve is
disobedient to God when she eats the
fruit of the Tree of Knowledge. The fact
that Caddy’s muddy drawers disgust both
Jason and Quentin adds a sense of
“filthiness” to her, as if she is sinful person,
just as Eve is sinful when eating the
forbidden fruit. Furthermore, Benjy often
refers to his beloved sister as “smelling
of trees” which again can be said to allude
to the Garden of Eden and therefore
support the idea of Caddy as an Eve
figure. 'When Quentin, in another of his
contemplating sessions, thinks “done in
Mother’s mind though finished. Then we
were all poisoned” (S4F 95), we are
given further evidence concerning this
idea. Caddy is “poisoned” by her
promiscuous behaviour, just as Eve is
poisoned by eating the apple in the
Garden of Eden. As indicated by this
passage, Caddy’s behaviour also affects
the whole Compson family, much in the
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same way as Eve’s disobedience and
subsequent poisoning affects the whole
humanity according to the Eden Myth.

As for the male characters, there are
connections with biblical persons in both
Benjy and Quentin. Benjy is 33 yeais
old at the time when The Sound and
The Fury takes place- an age many critics
have argued not coincidently coincides
with Christ’s age at the time of his
crucifixion. Likewise, most of the events
of the novel are set during the Easter
holidays. This fact is but one that
illuminates the Biblical manifestation
present in Faulkner's novel, and this
manifestation indicates the obvious
similarities between Christ and Benjy
which should not be dismissed without
further analysis.

There is also the question of Benjy’s
name. First Christened as Maury Cafter
Mrs. Compson's brother whom she is
very fond of, he is renamed Ber.jamin
when his mental retardation cannot be
overlooked any longer. Inspite of not
being the name of Christ, the fact that
Benjamin is a biblical name makes the
Bible substantially present in the novel,
and the way in which the etymology of
Benjy’s name is discussed several {imes
further emphasizes this. Benjy himself
once remembers a conversation between
Caddy and Dilsey where Caddy, when
confronted with the change of Benjy’s

name, states that “Benjamin came out of
the Bible [——]. It is a better name for
him than Maury was” (SA4F 5§). Quentin
reflects over Benjy's connection to the
Bible when remembering him as
“Benjamin the child of mine old age held
hostage into Egypt” (SAF 154), referring
to Genesis 42-44 where Benjamin, the
son of Jacob and Rachel, is kept as a
hostage by his brother Joseph.

Further details supporting the idea
of Benjy as a Christ figure are present
when Dilsey is talking to Benjy after
Reverent Shegog’s Easter Sermon. She
tells him “you’s de Lawd’s Chile, anyway
En I be His'n too, for long, praise Jesus™
(SAF, 281). These words can be
interpreted as Dilsey will be the
“Lawd’s” child when she dies and
supposed to come to heaven, while Benjy,
because of his holy characteristics and
utmost innocence, already is the “Lawd’s™
child.

Richard North claims that “both
Benjy and Christ possess the capability
of existing outside of time” (North,13),
another correlation between the two
characters, He further explains how the
limitation of Benjy's mind forces him
to exist in a state that is best defined as
“outside of time”, since he bounces
between different days of his life
depending on the experience of his
senses. A sudden sound or smell can take
Benjy’s mind years backward, which
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creates the feeling that he exists in a
world where time does not matter. Even
though this characteristic is not something
Benjy himself is aware of..it is just the
way he functions, the capacity of existing
outside of time is a capacity positively
share with Christ.

Ultimately. Benjy Compson is a
character who, just as Jesus Christ,
endures and suffers for things he does
not deserve to suffer for. However, there
is also a great difference between the
two characters present in this particular
aspect. Because as much as Benjy suffers
from abuse he clearly has done nothing
to deserve, he still suffers involuntarily.
His mind is simply too deficient to
deliberately make such a decision as to
suffer for other peoplé’s sins, and this
fact is often put forward by eritics who
claim that Benjy Compson by no means
is supposed to be Christ figure. The
characteristics Benjy does share with
Jesus Christ are accentuated by these
allusions, but the limitations of his mind
stand out even clearer when compared
to a character as widely worshiped as
Jesus, since most people certainly do not
regard the mind capacity of Jesus Christ
to be limited.

Furthermore, Quentin, just as Chrigt,
gives up his life. But of the ironic
difference between Benjy and Christ is
that Benjy does not suffer voluntarily, the

same productivity in the Quentin case is
based on the fact that he does not
sacrifice himself on the behalf of anybody
else. Quentin does end his own life, but
his death is in no way a gesture of
sacrifice for other people. While Christ
suffer deliberately, Benjy suffers because
he has no choice, and when Christ dies
for the sins of humanity, Quentin dies
because he simply cannot stand the life
he is unable to make any sense of. By
making these allusions partly ironic,
Faulkner manages to create the
complexity achieved by the use of
allusions in his novel. He even constitutes
a complexity within the allusions

‘themselves.
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HORROR AND BRUTALITY OF WAR REFLECTED IN
HELEN DUNMORE’'S WAR NOVELS

Dr. Prabhavati A. Patil*

ABSTRACT :

Helen Dunmore. born on December, 1952 in Beverley, East Yorkshire is a
British poet, novelisis and children’s writer. She is one of the most productive and
distinctive British writers of later 20" cemtury. She has been described by the
Telegraph as “..one of this country’s finest literary talents”. Her fictional career
moves around war, historical and contemporary themes. The war novels, Dunmore
wrote are Zennor in Darkness(1993) ,The Siege(2001) and The Beirayal(2010).
This article throws light on the horror and brutality reflected in Helen Dunmore’s
war novels. War novels concerned primarily with a realistic portrayal of combat
and the effects of war upon an individual psyche. The idea of war, seen as the
major focus, is what all militarily-oriented novels apparently have in common but
the way it is integrated into the story can be understood as a distinguishing trait
of Helen Dunmore,

KeyWords : Brutality, Horror, Siege, War Novels.

INTRODUCTION: experiences in Cornwall during the First
World War. It is 1917 and war over-

The multi-faceted Helen Dunmore shadows the haunting beauty of spring in

touches every aspects of human life and Zennor. Historical facts conceming Law-
explores its several dimensions with great rence and his eventual expulsion from

skill. She is specia]ly known as the crea- Zennor by military order are superbly
tor of dream world who dreams herself incorporated into an imaginary First

and makes others dream about their ives. w14 War story. While Dunmore’s later

Her novels are the record of various works are set in Leningrad. The Siege is
aspects of life such as pleasure and pain, g1 listed for the Whitbread Novel
victory and defeat, triumph and tragedy  Award and The Berrayal is long-listed
etc. Zennor in Darkness is her first war for the Man Booker Prize. The final
novel and winner of the McKitterick words of The Siege—"No, I shall not
prize. It is a novel about D H Lawrence’s wholly die...”[Alexander Pushkin)—re-
¥ MAMPHL PGDTE, Ph.D.
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spond to the stark threat with which the
novel begins: “Re: The future of Lenin-
grad ... The Fuehrer has decided to have
Leningrad wiped from the face of the
earth”, Helen Dunmore writes about the
most remarkable and painful episodes in
Russian history- the siege of Leningrad.
The Siege and The Betrayal rewrite his-
tory from the eyes of its main characters,
Anna Levin and Andrei both of whom
are “victims and losers” of the wars. The
Betrayal, a sequel to The Siege, sets
inl952 and the last days of Stalin’s rule
of terror.

Helen Dunmore’s war and military
novels deal with the themes of horror of
war and siege, fight for survival, betrayal,
food and starvation, leve along with the
themes of hunger, cold and deprivation.
The present paper highlights the horror
and brutality of war and siege in
Dunmore’s war novels.

HORROR OF WAR AND SIEGE :

The ‘horror of war’ is one of the
recurring themes in Helen Dunmore’s war
and military novels. The brutality of war
that devastates individuals® lives and the
callousness of the authorities are convinc-
ingly portrayed in her novels. These mov-
els dwell on the horrible loss of life—a
sacrifice to no good end. The war’s
palpable proximity, to some degree, ex-

plains the smaller-scale violence of the
novels, yet the war itself is inexplicable in
its sheer magnitude and capacity for
death, suffering and destruction.

The overriding theme of Zennor in
Darlkness is the terrible brutality of war.
The novel portrays war as it was expe-
rienced. The horrors of that war are at
first a distant threat. But eventually the
reality of the bestial slaughter overshad-
ows all the lives of the young women.
The novel centres on three young women
Clare Coyne, her cousin Hannah and
friend Peggy, young women growing up
in a rural community dominated by ties
of family and duty. The war brings stran-
gers to Zennor. Among them, D. H.
Lawrence and his German wife Frieda
who, hoping to escape the war-fever of
London, find themselves the objects of
the shifting, dangerous tide of scorn and
gossip. Claire lives alone with her father.
Her mother who died while she was still
very little was from Comwall, while her
father is an outsider, just like Lawrence.
He comes from a rich Londoner family
and was always seen as an intruder.
Claire’s maternal grandparents, her aunts,
uncles and cousins live close by. The
children are a tight-knit community since
they were little kids. They are so close
that, although it seems logical, nobody
suspects Claire and John William to be
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lovers. It is May 1917. As U-boats at-
tack ship after ship on the Comish coast-
line, the village is alive with talk of treach-
ery. The sinking of the passengers was a
particularly controversial *kill"” for the U-
boats. In a world of call-up, telegrams,
suspicions and silent fears, no one is
immune. Zennor is a lovely place, with
bracing cliff landscapes and sea air, beau-
tifully evoked by Helen Dunmore. But
the darkness is never far from their doors.
Telegrams arrive with sickening frequency
announcing yet another death, Passions
flare in brief encounters that only rein-
force awareness of the destruction tak-
ing place just the other side of the Chan-
nel. The war also means that young men
disappear, some retwrn changed forever
with physical or mental scars, some never
come back at all. The lucky ones desert
and disappear. The war is full grown,
lolling over its attendants, sprawled like
a giant child which still won’t fend for
itself. Hundreds of thousands of men have
died. They have died hearing the sound
of the guns -wilder than any storm. The
war has taken its toll, hundreds of thou-
sands are dead and a lack in officers
makes it possible for someone like John
William who isn’t noble, to become an
officer. He retums from France for a brief
visit before he will join a training camp
where he will stay a few months before

being sent back to France. Dunmore
writes:

“The war wants to crush him, he
knows that, And he knows now that he
can be crushed as easily as a snail is
battered to bits by thrush which does not
even want to eat it. He is no good to
war. Any military doctor can tell it at a
glance.... They would like to pass him
“Fit for Non-military Duties”, so that they
would have him to play with until he was
broken. They want to force him to clean
out latrines.”(Dunmore Helen 1993:124]

The novel portrays the mind numb-
ing terror and savagery of war with a
relentless focus on the physical and psy-
chological damage that it occasions. The
soldiers are forced to live in appalling
conditions—in filthy, waterlogged ditches
full of rats and decaying corpses. They
frequently go without food and sleep,
adequate clothing or sufficient medical
care. They are forced moreover, to deal
with the frequent, sudden deaths of their
close friends and comrades, often in close
proximity and in extremely violent fash-
ion. Dunmore portrays the overall effect
of these conditions as a crippling over-
load of panic and despair. The U- boats
are prowling along the coastline, sinking
ship after ship after ship on the Western
Approaches, leaving the British authori-
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ties helpless and raging with the pent-up
secret of their helplessness. The war
brings disease like blue cholera. And the
people are so fearful that they run away,
leaving the sick on the ground to die
alone, There are midnight funerals with
hearses going through the streets at mid-
night to keep the disease from spread-
ing. The boats come back not knowing
what they bring with them and spread
cholera to the people so thataman in a
perfect health could eat his breakfast, say
goodbye to his wife, go out to his work,
and be dead by nightfall.

The “horror of war and siege’ is one
of the rumbling themes in The Siege.
Anna, the central character is surprised
to ‘hear herself talkirg of the Mother-
land’ and meaning it, and her father, who
has suffered under the oppressive Soviet
regime, does not hesitate to join the
People’s Volunteers on the Luga line
when Leningrad is in danger. The novel
begins with a description of a Russian
high summer in which war and the Ger-
man invasion are but rumours. People
are talking of the war. Hitler wanted to
annihilate Leningrad. Leningrad [which
has since reverted to its original name of
St Petersburg] did not have any gréat
military significance, but it was an impor-
tant target for the Germans because of
its symbolic value. It had been the

country’s capital during the time of the
Tsars and was the birthplace of the Rus-
sian Revolution. For Hitler, the Eastern
European Slavic races had no value other
than as slaves. This led to the decision to
eradicate Soviet civilians, their towns and
villages, and their culture wherever pos-
sible.

The siege of Leningrad in particular
left a deep mark on the collective memory
of Russia, owing to the excessive number
of civilians killed and the terrible sufferings
of the people especially during the end-
less first winter. Told mostly through the
perspective of 23-year-old Anna, the
novel accounts the daily battle for sur-
vival undertaken by Anna and her family.
Anna’s father, wounded in battle, is slowly
dying while her five-year-old brother
battles hunger and asthma. Anna never
lets risk stop her {rom finding food or
wood for her family. She stands in line in
the Leningrad winter for a few slices of
bread, gets robbed for her firewood and
sneaks into the countryside to dig up her
family’s vegetable garden.

As winter takes its grip, “Slowly, the
city sinks down, like a great ship sinking
in.an ice-field”, and the characters them-
selves seem buried under the thickening
snow, with all sense of time, beyond the
difference between night and day, lost to
them. In this bitter cold, not all will sur-
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vive, but their struggle and their tragedy
will ultimately bear hope for a new be-
ginning. By narrowing the focus down to
a small family group, Dunmore centres
the grim realities of war-time Russia.
Because of mounting hunger, the body-
fat of the people has gone. They drop
dead from hypothermia, heart failure,
exhaustion, and all those diseases that
have a thousand names but come to the
same thing : starvation. “Deaths reported
from dystrophy and other starvation-re-
lated disease...” (P250) Leningrad is still
under siege. The Germans are still ad-
vancing deep into Russia. Intelligence
suggests that a new German offensive on
Leningrad is planned, and meanwhile the
blockade continues to grip. Dunmore re-
veals the tangle of suffering, war, and base
emotions to produce a story woven with
love, hope, and desire. It is a celebration
of widely revered human values, made
especially poignant in light of the tragedy
of World War - II.

The *horror of war’ appears in The
Betrayal in a wide variety of forms. The
Betrayal is about people who have, with
great difficulty, survived a war and now
must adapt to post-war life. It is about
the weariness that the war has leff be-
hind. The novel opens in 1952 in the
months leading up to Stalin’s death. “Life
has become better, comrades, life has

become more cheerful”. The monstrous
absurdity of Stalin’s 1935 statement to
his people has been exposed not only in
The Siege but in The Betrayal also. The
aged dictator, Josef Stalin is still alive,
making life more cheerful for millions of
his comrades by having them arrested on
whimsical charges and either shot or sent
to gulag. As the story develops. Dunmore
builds the Soviet milieu as it is lived by
the masses, as Andrei and Anna try to
do: its communal apartments, its sharing
of kitchens and bathrooms, its toilets
overflowing its petty squabbles, its whis-
pers, the way a sudden silence will de-
scend on the dinner table as a car stops
in the street outside at night. This is a
kind of world in which the citizenship
keeps its head down. The goal each day
is to stay anonymous, to be just one of
the crowds, mere figures in the larZscape,
huddled against the cold. They climb the
stairs silently to their apartments, weary,
but safe, pretending not to know how
quickly home can be “cracked, open like
an egg”. Anybody can be out of favour
in the blink of an eye. And everyone
knows just whose eye it is that blinks.
People are living under a tyrannical dic-
tatorship.

Andrei and Anna’s veneer of calm
and happiness begins to splinter when he
is forced to treat the seriously ill child,
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Gorya. He is a child of a powerful figure,
Volkov. A single act of kindness on
Andrei’s part sets in motion a series of
terrible events. Andrei is well aware he
has stepped into a noose: The question
is not whether, but when and how tightly
that noose will be drawn. At first Volkov
is purely a source of fear, But when
Volkov and Andrei meet, he finds both
the embodiment of terror and the parent
. of asick child. Andrei is suspended from
his medical practice. The police arrest
Brodskya. Shortly thereafter, in the night
Andrei hears police boots on the stairs,
The officers raid their home, breaking
furniture, emptying pickle jars into the sink
and confiscating thelr English dictionary.
He is tortured to get him sign a confes-
sion. In March 1953, Stalin’s death is
announced. Beria, head of the NKVD
sels up an investigation into the “Doc-
tors” Plot™ and exonerates those doctors,
In the following years, thousands of pris-
oners make their way back to the Soviet
Union- one of them is Andrei. Helen
Dunmore does an excellent job detailing
the constant fear of the people, their
haunting memori=s of Hitler’s siege of
Leningrad, the years of Stalin’s terror and
Andrei’s experience as a political pris-
oner.

CONCLUSIONS:

Helen Dunmore, instead of glorifying
the war, put the war offstage. In all these
three compelling novels, military opera-
tions and the German enemy remain
largely in the background as the focus is
upon the characters who struggle to sup-
port the family. Dunmore’s war fictions
are realistic historical novels of the World
War I and World War II, siege of Len-
ingrad. The real war is starvation, priva-
tion, bombing; seeing cities destroyed and
children die in front of eyes. These nov-
els brilliantly show the epic struggle of
ordinary people to survive in a time of
violence and terror.
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APPLICATION OF ECO-CRITICAL THEORY TO
SALMAN RUSHDIE’S MIDNIGHT’S CHILDREN

Dr. S. 1. Noorani *

Abstract :

Eco-criticism and eco-theory explore the various ways in which we imagine
and portray the relationship that exists between human beings and the natural
environment. An eco-theoretical reading of literary text will usually exaniine
the manners in which humans and the natural environment interact, influence
and counter each other. This paper focuses on examining eco-critical theory
and its application to Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children. Rushdie reveals
his eco-concerns by being in search of a solution to the ecological crisis. The
present paper makes an attempt to explore how in some of his novels he is in
research of mode of living different from the present one. The present paper
underlines the importance of eco-concerns in the present world scenario. It
clearlyvoices the embedded concerns for ecology in the works of Salman Rushdie.

Keywords : Eco-criticism, eco-theory, nature, eco-concerns, environment efc.

INTRODUCTION : the principles of the modem ecolagy ot

A number of eco-critics and eco-  environmental political movements, In fact,
theorists have shown a special interestin ~ many eco-theorists have shown a measure
e plorng and considering how a number  of skepticism toward the ideological
of 1.dermn and post-modern writers motivations behind contemporary
imagine natural and environmental envifonmental movements. Salman
apocalypses. Eco-theory should not be  Rushdie’s fame as one of the major
considered to be mere offshoot of the contemporary novelists of the world rests
modern day ecological movement. Eco-  chiefly on his Midnight s Children. In
theorists do not always adhere closgly to  terms of literary studies, eco-theoretical
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readings ot this novel focuses on
contemporary and 19th century texts
which actively and directly explore the
relationships that exists between human
beings and the natural world. Theoretical
examination of the text would focus on
how various characters describe the
natural world around them and the ways
in which those descriptions can serve to
shift our interpretations and understanding
of the meaning of the text. This
interpretative model might serve to
suggest that Rushdie shows an awareness
of how the natural world affects the
psyches of its inhabitants,

Application in Rushdie’s Midnight's
Children :

Besides the themes of identity
crisis, colonial and post colonial contexts,
hybrid, multicultural and globalized world,
Rushdie's work deals with ecological
concern. As one reads the novel between
the lines, one can find in it undercurrents
of ecological implications. The novel is
set in some large and metropolitan cities
of India and Pakistan.

The characters in the novel shuttle in
five cities : Agra, Amitsar, Bombay, Delhi
and Karachi. Besides there are sorfe
descriptions of Kashmir valley where the
initial part of the story is set. We have in
the novel pictures of these modern
industrial towns, and in these pictures we

find the eities littered with dint. foul smells
and toxins. Instead of any descriptions
of nature, we have in them a man-made,
synthetic world that seems to have cut
off all its bonds with nature.

In the very first chapter we are told
about Adam Aziz’s retum from Germany
after completing his medical degree from
there in 1915. We have here a
description of Srinagar surrounded by
snow-crapped mountains as it appeared
in those days. The place had lost its
pristine purity as yet; it had not yet been
polluted by military intrusions. But there
certainly had come subtle changes on his
return to the valley after having spent five
years away from it. Thus even though
the valley retained its old pristine purity,
Dr. Aziz “Sniffed the Whiffs of change in
the spring time lake™ (M.C, /2). Dr.
Aziz’s feeling expressed in the last words
of these lines, show that strange feelings
resulted from nature’s inability to
compromise with human education and
culture. Later in the novel, after about
sixty years, Dr. Aziz, in his old age returns
to the valley again and sacrifices himself
at the shrine of the black god in the temple
on the hill. At this tie, while commuitting
suicide, he tries and recalls his childhood
springs in paradise.

Soon after his retun from Germany,
Aadam Aziz got married to Naseem, an
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orthodox Muslim girl, With his wife, he
left for Agra, where he had decided to
take up the job of teacher in a medical
college. On the way, he made a brief
stopover in the city of Amritsar. It was
1919 and the Jalian Wallah Bagh
massacre was only a few days away. As
early as in 1919, the city of Amritsar
showed signs of pollution, dirt and
environmental degradation.
Further in the story, Saleem’s mother,
Amina Sinai after her marriage with
Ahmed Sinai, a businessman of Delhi,
came to Delhi. We are here given a
description of this city, which even at this
time had become over crowded. The city
with its’ domesticated landscape
pervaded with toxicity where “in the
narrow lanes of the old city ... the houses
leaned over, jostled, shuffled, blocked
each other’s view ... There was no
greenery .... Bicycle bells sang constantly.
And above their cacophony sounded the
cries of iterant fruit sellers™ (MC, 69).
Then we are told about the birth of
Saleem in Bombay exactly at the stroke
of midnight on August 15, 1947. We get
a detailed description of his growth into
adolescence. Paralle] to this descriptibn,
we get a detailed description of the city
of Bombay showing its environmental
pollution. Looking back at his childhood,
his monstrous, large and unbeautiful

features, Saleem remembers the city also
in a monstrous shape. There are also
references to the rise in the toxicity levels
of the city. These all references stand as
symbolic aspects with eco-critical point
of view.

Alongside the story of Saleem Sinai,
the novel also captures the toxicity of the
streets, roads, trains and beaches in India.
We get a description of the slum where
Parvati-the-Witch, who later married
Saleem. The passage describing the
Pioneer Cafe is very significant. First, it
18 Bombay itself in miniature. It throws
light on the seediness and polluted
environment of the city where there are
“grotesquely vulgar homes ! It shows how
Rushdie views human identity as
continuous with environment.

“The physical setting is shown as
having powerful impact on human
personality. Human configurations are
formed and determined by the
surroupdings and the environment”
(Kundu, 54). Downfall in business and
freezing of his assets compelled Ahmed
Sinai to shift to Karachi along with his
family. Saleem visited the different part
of this old city and discovered its toxicity.
He wished to drawn his past and the
effect of news of his grand father’s death
in Kashmir in the “bubbling Scent Stew”
(MC, 316) of present in Karachi, He

30




Vivek Research Vol-1V, No. 1, June 2014

[SSN :2249-205X

found the fragrances of the city pouring
into him and governing and shaping his
moods and identity. We find in the course
of the novel that if the disintegration and
distortions in Saleem’s personality and
physical features ran parallel to the
disintegration of the country, they were
also affected by the physical environment
and the surroundings in which he lived
and moved. In this context critic remarks,
“The world outdoors means the same
thing as the world indoors” (Phillips,
216).

This novel depicts toxicity and
environmental degradation found in the
urban places, especially the metropolitan
cities in the present times. Further, some
of his works are a condemnation of
complexities generated by our civilization,
which have led to the present ecological
crisis. In this novel, we find the north of
Karachi, there were Himalayas, but these
high mountains too were polluted by
man’s interference. It was as if human
civilization were bent upon polluting
everything, even the Himalayas. Here “the
Chinese were building roads and planning
nuclearblasts” (MC, 334). The smells of
the city of Karachi and it’s toxicity had
an impact on Saleem’s mind. In this
context Kundu says, “Rushdie is always
concerned with the problem of human
identity in the post-modernist and post-

colonial context characterized by hybridity,
displacement and multi-culturalism.
Rushdie believes that human being does
not exist in isolation; human consciousness
is conglomeration of his environment. It
is product of the physical-social-
historical-economic matrix in which he
lives and grows. Rushdie thus views
human identity as ingrained in his
environment” ( Kundu, 47).

Hence Rushdie’s novels can be
studied from eco-critical view point. In
his novels, as we shall see, the external
is presented not as a backdrop, but as a
constituent of human identity. Further, in
his novels, as we find that human being
do not have well-connected harmonious
identities. Living in a world of shifting and
fluid realities, they have fragmented, their
social, economic, political and ecological
settings of their urbocentric living,

Besides capturing the toxicity and
‘Commodified representation’ of the
metropolitan cities of Delhi and Bombay,
Rushdie time and again reveals
consciousness towards the rising pressure
of population in these cities and thus
indirectly draws attention towards the
environmental problems caused by this
increasing pressure.

There is thus, in the novel, a
ubiquitous sense of toxic consciousness
and the interaction between the human
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and the non-human world.” The novel is
set in times when industrialization and
technological growth had not marred the
landscape with toxicity and pollution as
much as it did in later periods. However,
Rushdie still reveals his consciousness
about the fast deteriorating environment
in some of the cities of India and
Pakistan” (Kundu, 58). It seems that
Rushdie in the novel joins hands with the
environmentalists in their fray against
those who in their mad race for economic
crowth are polluting the planet to the point
of a worldwide environmental disaster. A
detailed study of this novel from the
environmental perspective has been done.
The two components of nature, organisms
and their environrgent are not only much
complex and dynamic but also
interdependent, mutually reactive and
interrelated. Literature well known for
reflecting the conmemporary issues could
not have remained unaffected from this
theme. The world of literature throngs
with works dealing with beauty and power
of nature. It is this sense of concern and
its reflection in literature that has given
rise to a new branch of literary theory,
namely eco-criticism.

To sum up, as a distinctive approach
to the practice of literary criticism, eco-
criticism gives increased attention to
literary representative of nature and is

sensitive to interdependencies that ground
the author, character, or work in the
natural system. This approach shifts
critical focus trom social relations toward
natural relationships and views the
individual as a member of eco-system.
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DOPED POLYANILINE FOR
PROMISING SUPERCAPACITOR ELECTRODES

Dr. M. M. Karanjkar*
D. 8. Patil**
P R. Jadlrav***

ABSTRACT :

In the present article, doping effect of metal ions (Mn, Ag) in PANI films
is investiguted, Undoped and Mn or Ag doped PANI thin films are deposited on
stainless steel substrates by chemical polymerization, These films were deposited
by using dip coating technique. To study the Mn or Ag doping cffect on the
specific capacitance of PANI, concentration of Mn or Ag was varied. Fourier
Transform-Infrared, Fourier Transform- Raman Spectroscopy and Energy Dis-
persion X-ray techniques were used for the phase identification and determina-
tion of the doping content in the PANI films respectively. Surface morphology of
the films was examined by Field Emission scanning electron microscopy and
revealed nanofiber agpregate structure for undoped PANI, well distributed
nanofibers for Mn doped PANI and well distributed nanofibers with bright spots
of Ag particles for the Ag doped PANI films. The electrical resistivity of the
doped PANI films decreased with increasing metal ion concentration. The high-
esi specific capacitance value 474 Fg' and 512 Fg' were observed for Mn and
Ag doped PANI film respectively.

KeyWords : PANL scanning electron microsgopy, supercapacitor

Introduction sources and its efficient storage are

In the recent years, a modern becoming crucial to the sustainability of
technological society demands the useand ~ our civilization. As a result we are
storage of energy on a major scake. As  observing an increase in rencwable
the availability of fossil fuels decreases, energy production from sun and wind.
the conversion of the energy from But the sun does not shine during night,
alternative and preferably renewable wind does not flow on our demand, it
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restrict on the demand of energy. So there
is need of better energy storage devices.
One such device, the supercapacitor, has
matured significantly over the last decade
and emerged with the potential to facilitate
major advances in energy storage.
Supercapacitors, also known as
electrochemical capacitors or
ultracapacitors, have attracted much
attention because of their pulse power
supply, long cycle life, simple principle
and high dynamic of charge propagation
[Winter and Brodd 2004, Zhang and
Zhao 2009].

Based on the charge storage
mechanism supercapacitors are divided
into two types: Electric double layer
capacitors and pseudocapacitors. The
main three categories of electrode
materials for electrochemical capacitors
are carbon materials such as carbon
nanotubes, transition metal oxides like
MnO, and RuO, and electronically
conducting polymers viz., Polyaniline
(PANI), Polypyrrole. Among the above,
the conducting polymers offer the
advantages of lower cost in comparison
with metal oxides and high charge density
in contrast to carbon materials. *

Among the available conducting
polymers PANI has attracted much
attention because of its properties like
case of synthesis, controllable electric

conductivity, simplicity in doping and
dedoping, chemical stability, good
environmental stability and mechanical
flexibility. These encouraging
characteristics of PANI provide a wide
range of applications and have attracted
great interest in energy storage devices,
chemical sensor devices, light emitting
diodes, electrochromic devices,
anticorrosion coatings etc

PANI is one of the most promising
material which is frequently used as
electrode material for supercapacitor due
to its four oxidation states
(Leucoemeraldine, Emeraldine base,
Emeraldine salt and Pernigraniline) which
contribute to its high specific capacitance.
The excellent electrode required for the
supercapacitor consists of good electronic
conductivity, electrochemical stability and
high surface area. The electronic
conductivity of green protonated
emeraldine form of PANI is lower than
that of metals [Sarkar et. al. 2005]. So.
one of the challenging issues in
development of high performance
supercapacitor is to improve its electronic
conductivity of the PANI electrode which
is reversibly controlled both by the charge
transfer doping and by protonation.
Extensive research work has been
focused on enhancing electronic
conduction of the electrodes by using
metal doping.
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Although several researchers have
worked on different metal ion dispersion
in PANI, very few studies have been
attempted to dope PANI with the
transition metals. Recently Jie Li et al.
have demonstrated the capacitive
behavior of H* and Zn* doped with
PANI. They reported the Specific
capacitance values 415 Fg™' and 427 Fgr
' at 30 mVSec ! respectively [Li et. al.
2010].

On the other hand silver
nanoparticles have applications in
conductive inks, catalysis photonics, thick
film pastes and adhesives for various
electronic components due to their unique
optical, electrical, glectrochemical and
catalytic properties [Krutyakov et. al.
2010]. Hence it is achievable to develop
specific properties with the selection of
the organic and inorganic phases and
produce novel materials which exhibit
both organic and inorganic characteristics.

So in our study, we attempt to
use Mn doped PANI (Mn-PANI) and
silver doped PANI (Ag-PANI) as
electrode material for the supercapacitor.
The doping concentration of Mn and Ag
is varied to determine its effect an the
magnitude of specific capacitance of the
PANI films. The electrical resistivities of
the prepared films are discussed. The
electrochemical performance of undoped,

Mn and Ag doped PANI films are
investigated.
Experimental

A chemical synthetic route was
employed to obtain mono-dispersed and
highly stable PANI Mn-PANI and Ag-
PANI solutions. The PANI solution was
prepared by using a chemical bath
consisting of ammonium persulphate
(APS), hydrochloric acid (HCI), aniline
and distilled water. Aniline and APS were
dissolved separately in 1.0 M HCL. The
polymerization of aniline was initiated by
mixing solutions of aniline and APS
oxidant. The polymerization process was
completed within 10 minutes. An
appropriate quantity of Manganese
Chloride (MnCl,) (0.2 M) for Mn-PANI
and silver nitrate (AgNO,) (0.2 M) for
Ag-PANI was dissolved in the PANI
solution. To obtain the uniform distibution
of Mn or Ag ions in the PANI solution
the mixture was ultrasonicated for 30 min.
Uniform depositions of the PANI, Mn-
PANI and Ag/PANI thin films are
obtained on stainless steel substrates by
a dip coating technique. The suspension
was kept under constant stirring for
proper dispersion of Ag in PANI
throughout the film deposition process.
The weight percent of the dopant was
varied as; 0.4, 0.8, 1.2, and 1.6 and the
samples are referred as PANIMn
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PANIMn, , PANIMn, ,and PANIAg, ,
for Mn-PANI respectively Further
increase in doping concentration resulted
in decrcased film quality. Whereas 0.3,
0.6, 0.9 and 1.2, and the samples are
referred as PANIAg ,, PANIAg ,
PANIAg,, and PANIAg, , respectively
for Ag-PANI. Undoped PANI film
without addition of AgNO, or MnCl,
solution is referred as PANIMnAg, .

Results and Discussion

In order to get insight about the bending
and stretching vibrations, the films were
characterized for their FT-Raman spectra.
The Raman spectra were recorded by a
laser radiation at an excitation wavelength
of 1064 nm. Fig.l (a) shows the
characteristic bands at 1590, 1505, 1359
and 1175 em” corresponding to C-C
stretching of quinoid units, C-C stretching
of benzene ring, C-N' stretching and C-
N stretching respectively. The observed
bands agree well with the chemical
structure of PANI [Yan et. al. 2007].
Similar bands were also observed for the
PANIMn,  and PANIAg,  samples (Fig.
1 (h.c)), There was decrease in intensity
of the bands with the Mn doping in
PANI. The band corresponding to C-N"
stretching shifted by 2 em! towartls the
lower wavenumber and the band
corresponding to C-N stretching becomes
broadens. This decrease in intensity.

shifting and broadening of bands indicate
the presence of Mn conient in PANL

Whereas the band at 1590, 1359
c¢cm” are shifted to 1598, 1368 cm’'
respectively in PANIAg,  sample and it
indicates the interaction of silver with
PANI. Increase in peak intensity 15
observed for PANIAg, , which indicates
Ag particles act as an electrocatalytic role
in PANL

Bnmnn Inrewsiiy (40 0
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Fig. One: Raman specira of the fa) PANIMudg
(b) PANIMn ,  (c) PANIAg, . sumples recorded in
the wave number range of 430-2000 em™

To investigate the effect of Mn and
Ag doping on the morphology, the films
were characterized by FESEM. Fig.2 (a-
¢) shows surface morphologies of
PANIMnAg,. PANIMn, & and
PANIAg, , samples. The nanofibers
aggregate structure is observed for
PANIMnAg, sample Fig.2 (a). However,
PANIMn, . and PANIAg 6 samples
revealed well distributed nanofibers with

NANOPOrous.
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Fig. Two: Fleld Emission Scanning Electron
Micrographs of the
fa) PANIMnAg, (b) PANIMn, fc) PANIAg, ,
samples at X50,000 magnification.

In both the cases, the average
diameter of the nanofibers is about 30-
50 nm. For PANIAg, . sample bright
spots of silver particles observed on the
background of PANI nanofibers. The
particles are of spherical and granular in
nature, and seem to be nanosized, having
the diameter of 30-40 nni which is in
agreement with the previous result
reported [Afazal et. al. 2009]. The
nanofibers structure provides large surface
to volume ratio leading to a high charge/
discharge rate and specific capacitance.
Well distributed nanofibers with
nanoporous offered relatively larger
surface area in Fig. 2 (b, ¢). A metal ions
(Mn, Ag) has multiple positions for doping
and tends to bind several nitrogen sites
of PANI to form interchain linkage among
several adjacent PANI chains by
coordination [Li et. al. 2010]. This
organic-inorganic interaction prevents the
aggregation of PANI during film
deposition. This nanofibers and porous
structure is beneficial for supercapacitor,
because it reduces the diffusion resistance
of the electrolyte into electrode matrix.

Fig. 3 (a.b) shows EDS spectrum of
PANIMn, , and PANIAg . sample which
inform the presence of Mn, Ag ions
respectively. The obtained atomic weight
percent of Mn and Ag in the sample is
0.195 and 6.51 respectively. The atomic
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weight percent calculations affirm
alleviation of oxide phases of Mn.

The DC electrical resistivity (p) of
PANIMnAg, to PANIMn, k6 and
PANIMnAg, to PANIAg, , samples is
shown in Fig. 4 (A) (a-e) and (B) (a-¢)
respectively. The room temperature fi for
undoped PANI film is 1.14 x 10* Q cm,
it decreases with increase in Mn and Ag
content in PANI. The room temperature
fi decreases over 1.14 x 10* to 4.9 x
10° Q cm, 5.19 x 10* Q cm for Mn and
Ag doped PANI respectively. Hence the
increase in the conductivity of the PANI
electrodes with increase in the doping
concentration of Mn and Ag, which further

| I T f 5 % u© W = B 3
ol S 990 s S 1D

Fig. Three: EDS spectra of
fa) PANIMn, . (b) PANIAg,,

may help to enhance the specific
capacitance.

r

Fig. Four (A): Electrical resistivity of the
{a) PANIMnAg, (b) PANIMn,  (c) PANIMn,,
fd) PANIMn . (e) PANIMn  samples.
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Flg 4 (B):Electrical resistivity of the
fa) PANIMnAg, (b) PANIAg, , (e} PANIAg,
fd) PANIAg, . (&) PANIAg, . samples.

To identify the oxidation and
reduction potentials and the effect of Mn
and Ag on the electrochemical
performance of PANI, cyclic
voltammograms (CV) of all samples have
been recorded over —0.2 to 0.8 V
versus SCE at scan rate of SmVSec™ in
1.0 M HS0, [ Fig. 5(AXB)I.
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Fig. Five (A): Cyelic Voltammograms of the
(a) PANIMnAg, (b) PANIMn, , fc) PANIMn, |

(e} PANIMn, , (e) PANIMn,  samples
within a potential window of 0.2 V1o 0.9V
versus SCE at 5 mVSec’

The oxidization peak corresponding
to the leucoemeraldine to emeraldine salt
at about 0.22 V. The small peaks
between 0.3 V to 0,55 V potential are
attributed to transformation of PANI
charge carriers consisting of polaron
(radical cation) and bipolaron (dication)
forms delocalized on PANI chains. All
peaks are observed in Mn-PANI and
Ag-PANI electrodes. No any additional
peak observed in Mn-PANI electrodes.
But one additional dominant anodic peak
observed at 0.25 V Versus SCE for Ag-
PANI. This is recognized due to the
oxidation of silver. Also, for PANIAg .
PANIAg, , and PANIAg , samples
another minute cathodic peak observed
near to the leucoemerldine reduction peak
which is due to the reduction of the silver
nanoparticles. As the doping
concentration of the Ag increases there

is a shift in oxidation and reduction peaks
is observed and the area under the curve

:
£ =00
R 1

 Curva denshy foiem ")

R
Fig. Five (B): Cyclic Voliammograms of the
fa) PANIMnAg, (b) PANIAg,, (c) PANIAg,
(d) PANIAg, , (e) PANIAg, ,
samples within a potential window of
0.2 Vto 0.9 V versus SCE at 5 mVSec.

The plot of specific capacitance with
respect to doping concentration is shown
in Fig. 6. As the doping concentration
increases the specific capacitance
increases from 285 to 474 Fg'' for Mn-
PANI and 285 to 512 Fg! for Ag-PANI
electrodes. The resistance to electron
conduction from the stainless steel
substrates to the active materials is very
high, due to the inherent low electronic
conductivity of the PANI. However, the
presence of Ag nanoparticles on PANI
nanofibers provides the least resistance
path to electron. Hence the fast electron
transport between the current collectors
and the active materials which enhance
the current density and hence the specific
capacitance [Cheng et. al. 2010].
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Fig. Six: Variation of specific capacitance

with respect to Mn and Ag doping concentration
of samples,

Conclusions

We have synthesized Mn, Ag
incorporated PANI electrode by
chemical polymerization method method
vi simple and cost effective dip coating
technique for supercapacitor application.
Synthesis of Mn and Ag doped PANI
films as electrode for supercapacitor is
important to decrease the resistivity of
the PANI electrode with acceptable level
of specific capacitance. The highest
specific capacitance of 474 Fg'!, 512 Fgr
I is observed at 5 mVSec”! for
PANIMn, . and PANIAg, , samples in
1.0 M H,SO,.
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STUDENTS' PERCEPTIONS INTO USE OF ICT IN
RESEARCH IN THE SHIVAJI UNIVERSITY, KOLHAPUR

Mr. Yuvraj G. Jadhav *
Abstract :

The purpose of this paper is to illustrate the students’ perception into the use
of information and communication technologies (ICT5) in the Shivaji University,
Kolhapur. A well-structured questionnaire was used to collect the data, The study
found that students are positive about the use of variety of ICT products and
services for their research activities as these products prove very helpful in
finding needed information quickly and easily. These also help the researchers
lo access, manage, integrate, evaluate, create, and communicate information
more easily. The study identifies lack of training and technical knowledge to use
ICTs as the major hindrances faced by the students in Shivaji University. The
paper recommends the proper training and guidance for use of ICT-based tech-
nologies for the optimum wtilisation of these services by rthe researcher.

Keywords : I[nformation Communication Technology, Impact of ICT,
Information Seeking Behavior.

Introduction : libraries. ICT has enabled products and
Academic libraries have great services, and the availability of online
importance in the educational process. ~ information resources have changed the
They serve to the academic user by way the services academic institutions and
providing the intellectual information. They  libraries now provide to their researchers,
not only provide traditional services but Now students can have access to variety
also start some IT oriented facilities for  of information and scholarly journals
the benefit of the user. Since the last online on their desk. It also helps the
decade due to advancement in information students to access, manage, integrate,
technology has brought a sea change in evaluate, create, and communicate
relationships between researchers and  information more easily than ever.

*  Asstt.Professor, DLISc. Shivaji University, Kolhapur, Email: ygj.lib@unishivaji.ac.in
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Shivaji University is one of the leading
University in research among Indian
Universities. It was established in year
1962.The major objective behind
foundation of this University was to cater
to the regional education needs of South
Maharashtra. Though it is established in
rural areas of Maharashtra state, due to
advancement of ICT, the numbers of
research studies in quantitative as well as
qualitative are high.

2. Purpose of Study :

There is a call for evidence regarding
the justification of the massive investments
into technology resources especially as it
relates to research activities in university
level. It cannot be assumed that once
technology tools are available, students
will necessarily embrace and integrate
them into their research. On the contrary,
successful use of these tools to enhance
research. Consequently, then, the
challenge for researchers lies in the need
to quantify the use of information
technology to support student research
needs. While various studies have
explored the factors that enhance
integration of technology into instruction
as well as the barriers to effegtive
technology integration, few studies are
available on students’ perceptions of
computer technology use and the impact
of these perceptions on their research

activities. In addition, while the public
interest in the use and integration of
information technology in higher
education is growing, research in this area
is still in its infancy, especially that which
focuses on need of electronic information
services in libraries.

3. Review of the Literature:

A number of studies have been
conducted to explore the attitudes and
perspectives of the LIS students and
Scholars, The last few decades have seen
a dramatic rise of technologies within the
field of ICT. Given section reviews the
studies conducted at National and
International level.

Saravanan, Gopalakrishnan and
Suganthi (2012) discussed the
perception of students in higher education
the Internet. The study analyzes the
respondents behaviour in relation to the
Internet in various aspects such as
Awareness of 1T, Purpose of Internet
Access, and Frequency of Access etc.
Nafiz and Akhter (2011) analyzed the
use of the internet among the students of
the Faculty of Arts of the University of
Dhaka. Their study demonstrates and
elaborates the various aspects of internet
use.

Kattimani and Kamble (2010) in
his article “Awareness of Internet and
Online Information Resources: A Study”
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Internet and On-line information
resources provide seamless access to
wide variety of information ranging from
primary to tertiary source. Omona and
Ikoja-Odongo (2006) assessed the
application of information and
communication technologies (ICT) in
health information access and
dissemination in Uganda. The project
focused not only on information
obtainable through libraries for research,
teaching, learning and practice, but also
on ICT applications concerned with the
administration and planning of health
services in Uganda.

4. Objectives:

The following objectives were
investigated in the s:wdy:

(i) To find out the level of use and
purpose of using various ICT
products and services.

(i) To know the frequency of use of
ICTs and time spent for research
activities.

(ii)) To determine how ICT has impacted
research work.

(v) To find out the problems faced by
the users while using ICTs.

5. Scope and Limitation:

The scope of the present study was
limited to the students who were admitted
in the final year of the pure science
departments of the Shivaji University,

Kolhapur, Maharashtra. The topical
scope of the study is information
communication technology and its impact
on academic activities.

6. Methodology:

For this study, well-structured
questionnaires were distributed to
students in the second years of their
postgraduate degrees in pure science
departments of the Shivaji University,
Kolhapur. The distribution of the
questionnaires was done during their free
time. A total 80 valid questionnaires were
obtained, indicating an acceptable
response rate. The details are shown in

following table.
Table 1: Number of questionnaires
distributed and collected
Sr. Name of the No. of
No. department respondent
1 Chemistry 10
2 Physics 10
3 Botany 10
4 Zoology 10
5 Electronic Science 10
6 Mathematics 10
7 Statistics 10
8 Computer Science 10
Total 80
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Results and Discussion:
7.1 Students’ Perceptions about use
of ICT Products :

Respondents were asked to express
their level of use of various ICT products
for their research work. Table 2 shows
that 100% students used computer for
their research work. A majority of
students 95% used MS-Office (i. e. word,
excel, PowerPoint) for their research in
writing articles and reports. As far as
research analysis software concerned, it
was found that only 15% students used
software’s like SPSS, STATA, Eviews
etc. It was found that 96% students use
internet as well as 86% students used
internet for social networking purpose.
There were 93% students, who had pen
drive and CD. Table 2 shows the details
of use of ICT products.

Table 2 :
Use of ICT Products for research
Application Yes No
Use of Computer 30(100%4%) OO(00%0)
MS-Office.
(Word, Excel, PPT) 76(95%) 04 (05%)
Research Analysis 12 (15%)  6B(B5%)
software
Use of Internet 77 (96%) 03 (0M5)
Social Networking
Sites 69 (86%) 11 (14%)
Pen Drive/CD/DVD 74 (93%) 06 (7%%)

7.2 Frequency of use of ICTs

In this section students were asked
to respond to questions concerning the
frequency of use of the computer. The
purpose was to assess the usability of
computer and internet for research by
students. The responses thtat were
obtained indicate that daily uses of
computer by students were 46% and
occasionally computer users were only
8%. There were 30% students who are
used 2-3 days in weekly.

! Useof compuler (n=80)
-

. Daily [
=13 i b Weok

= Once bha Wk
O i Bonkh

® Oacastionally

~ Figure 1:
Frequency of The Use of Computer

3 Place of The Use of Internet

This section seeks to investigate the
places of using the Internet for their
research activities. The results show that
among 80 respondents, 5 students used
Internet in library, 24 at computer
laboratory, 26 at the university
department, 11 in cyber cafe and 14
students at their home or hostel

(Figure 2.)
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4. Purpose of using ICT products
and services

The results of the study concerning
the purpose of using ICT products and
services other than research are mentioned
bellow. Following table shows that the
averagely 94% students (both male and
female category) used e-mail & E-Joumnals.
E-books and online databases were
comparatively less used by the respondents
i. e. 36% E-Books and 64.7% online
databases. Majority of the respondents
used internet for Facebook/ Social
Networking and blogging activities. But
there is less used of intemet in Discussion
Forums/Mailing lists.

Table 3: Purpose of using ICT
products and services

Questionnaire  Total No.of

Item Respondents (n=80)
Male (n=44) Female (n=36)

E-mail 43 (97.72) 33 (91.66)
E- Journals 40 (90.90) 34 (94.44)
E- Books 18 (40.90) 14 (31.81)
Online 27(61.36) 30 (68.18)

databases

Literature 33 (70.65) 30 (68.18)
search

For Career 32 (75.00) 25 (69.44)
Advancement

Preparing 38 (86.36) 32 (88.88)
Research papers

Search Web  28(63.63) 22 (77.77)
OPAC

To update  26(59.09) 27 (61.36)
knowledge

Discussion 28 (63.63) 15 (41.66)
Forums/

Mailing lists

Blogging 37 (84.09) 24 (66.66)
Facebook/ 38 (86.63) 31(86.11)
Social

Networking

5. Difficulties occurs while using ICTs
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Figure 3: Difficulties in using I1CTs

Researchers were asked to indicate
the various problems faced while using
various ICT products and services at
different places. The study revealed that
major hindrances faced by the male
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researchers were lack of training i.e. 59%,
lack of technical knowledge 38.65%.
dhe 44 44%Female researchers indicated
that they also faced same problems in
terms of lack of training, lack of technical
knowledge 44.44%. As far as awareness
regarding the various ICT products 13
concerned 27.27% male and 25% female
researchers indicated that lack of
awareness of ICTs is also one of the
major hindrances faced by the
researchers to use the new technologies.
Besides, financial constraints and lack of
time in searching for information through
the Internet, researchers were also face
some problems while using ICT-based
products and services.

8. Conclusion :

The study shows that the students
from university departments of the Shivaji
University have a rather high ability to
use different technologies and have at least
some experience with the use of ICT in
research. Also, students are positive
towards the use of ICT in research
activities. However, at the same time,
students also report a relatively strong
preference for proper training for locating
literature form university library website.
This study also showed a positive
relationship between experience with
different technologies and a positive
perception of the use of ICT in their
research work, which leads students to
experiment more with these technologies,
leading to more experience with it rather
than the other way around.
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