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 राजषी छत्रपती शाहू महाराज याांच्या शतकोत्तर सवुणण जयांती वषण नननमत्ताने आमच्या    शाहू 

छत्रपती नशक्षण सांस्थे   , श्री शहाजी छत्रपती महानवद्यालया    राज्यशास्त्र व इनतहास नवभागाच्या 

वतीने ‘‘२१ व्या शतकात राज   छत्रपती शाहू महाराजाांच्या नवचाराांची प्रस्तुतता’’ या नवषयावर एक 

नदवसीय अांतर नवद्याशाखीय राष्ट्रीय चचाणसत्राचे आयोजन करण्यात आले आह.े या चचाणसत्रात 

सहभागी प्राध्यापक सांशोधक नवद्याथी व इतर मान्यवराांनी       छत्रपती शाहू महाराजाांच्या 

    कायाणबद्ङल सांशोधन पेपर नलनहलेले आहते. सांशोधन लेखाचे  प्रकाशन करताना आम्हास       

आनांद होत आह.े शाहू महाराजाांचे राजकीय, सामानजक, आनथणक, औद्योनगक, व्यापार, पयाणवरण, शेती 

नवषयक, अस्पशृ्यता ननवारण, सामानजक लोकशाही, सामानजक न्याय, मनहला सबलीकरण, नशक्षण, 

व्यवस्थापन इत्यादी नवषयाच्या अनषुांगाने शोध ननबांध आले आहते . 

 राज   छत्रपती शाहू महाराजाांचे कायणके्षत्र सरुुवातीला कोल्हापरू सांस्था   नांतर महाराष्ट्र आनण 

त्याच्यापढेु        भारत असे झाले होते. असा हा मानवतावादी राजा सनातनी नहांद ूधमण आनण धमाणच्या 

पानठां   वर उभी असणारी जाती सांस्था मोडीत काढावी यासाठी सतत कायणरत हो  .             

              आपल्या सांस्थानात शेतीचे नवनवे प्रयोग करीत                                

    . 

 राज   शाहू महाराजाांनी आधनुनक महाराष्ट्राच्या सामानजक के्षत्राला परुोगामीत्वाची नदशा 

दणे्यात महत्त्वाची भनूमका बजावली आह.े समाजकारण, राजकारण, नशक्षण, उद्योग, सहकार, कृषी 

नसांचन, क्रीडा, सांस्कृती           के्षत्रातील त्याांचे कायण महाराष्ट्राच्या वाटचालीसाठी 

दीपस्तां        असनू त्याचा सकारात्मक पररणाम सांपणूण राज्याच्या वाटचालीवर झालेला आह.े 

 छत्रपती शाहू महाराजाांच्या वैनवध्यपणूण व्यनिमत्त्वाच्या पैल ूवरती प्रकाश टाकणारे शोधननबांध 

अभ्यासकाांनी नलनहले आहते याचे स्वागत आपण कराल अशी अपेक्षा आह.े 

                                                                               , 

                            .   .                                         . 

महानवद्यालयाचे प्राचायण डॉ. आर. के. शानेनदवाण, महानवद्यालयातील प्राध्यापक      आनण 

प्रशासकीय        ह े सवण घटक आनण या                                         

                                 सहकायण लाभले                    :               . 

 

     .    .        
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 An Agri-Economic legacy of Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj to 

the  Sustainable  development in Maharashtra and 

 its present relevance 

 
Dr. S. R. Kattimani 

Associate Professor & HOD,  Dept. of History, 

Vivekanand College, Kolhapur 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction: 

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj carried out the work of social reforms started by Mahatma 

Phule. Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj of Kolhapur was a popular leader who awakened the 

downtrodden communities and uplifted them through their socio economic developments. It is 

important to mention Shahu Maharaj as an ideal king. The popularity of his work continues to this 

day. Due to his work, his personality was not limited to Kolhapur Sansthan and became popular in 

Maharashtra and India as well.  Before independence, there were 42 princely states in the Deccan 

region. Kolhapur was one of the largest princely state in India. Shahu Maharaj played a significant 

role in influencing the development of Kolhapur. The researcher gathered data for the current 

research work from secondary sources such magazines, books, newspapers, and administrative 

records. Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj was the firstborn son of Jaisinghrao Ghatge of Kagal. He was 

born on June 26, 1874, under the original name Yashwantrao. Anandibai saheb adopted him on 

March 17, 1884, following the passing of Chhatrapati Shivaji IV, the ruler of Kolhapur State. He 

ascended to the kingdom of Kolhapur as 'Shahu Chhatrapati Maharaj' and reigned for 28 years from 

April 2, 1894, until May 6, 1922. During this period, Maharaj accomplished numerous significant 

works for the benefit of the general public.  Enhancing infrastructure is essential for improving 

living standards and fostering economic and financial growth. Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj constructed 

infrastructure in Kolhapur state, including roads, railways, irrigation systems for agriculture, and 

drinking water amenities. Rajarshi Chatrapati Shahu Maharaj aimed to enhance agricultural 

production and farmers' income, promote industry for employment opportunities, and boost trade 

via this development initiative. Road construction in Kolhapur state is expanding from rural to 

urban areas to facilitate the movement of raw materials and completed goods. Throughout the entire 

reign, 185 kilometres of roads were developed. Rajarshi Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj opened the 

railway in 1891 to encourage road development, seeing the potential for prosperity through railway 

transportation. Once the significant reliance of the economy on agriculture is grasped, it becomes 

essential to address the issue of water supply for agricultural purposes as well as for drinking water. 

Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj built new water tanks in several locations and restored existing tanks for 

storage. Rajarshi Shahu Maharaj initiated a dam construction project despite facing financial 

constraints. This endeavor also boosts employment. The construction of Radhanagari dam was 

halted in 1917 due to a lack of money caused by World War I. It was subsequently finished by 

Rajarshi's son, Rajaram Maharaj. 

Keywords: Advocacy, Social Justice, sustainable development, irrigation system… 

Objectives of Research Paper: 

1) To study the agricultural contributions of Rajarshi Chh. Shahu Maharaj. 

2) To investigate the sustainable economic advancements by Chh. Shahu Maharaja. 

3) To study the drought relief measures of Rajarshi Chh. Shahu Maharaj. 

4) To evaluate the need of Chh. Shahu Maharajas rational and scientific solutions to solve 

modern societal problem. 

5) To criticize the economic policies and contribution of Chh. Shahu Maharaj and its 

importance.  

Agricultural Contributions:  

88 
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The primary occupation of the majority of individuals in India was agriculture. Chhatrapati 

Shahu Maharaj prioritized the advancement of agriculture. He believed that agricultural reform is 

crucial for the welfare of the country and should not be overlooked. To enhance agricultural 

productivity, he introduced various initiatives including small and large irrigation projects, 

agricultural extension programs for education, low-interest loans for farm equipment purchases, and 

cooperative credit institutions. The Maharaja offered agricultural supplementary loans together with 

the 'Victoria Memorial Fund' and 'The King Edward Memorial Fund' to support agricultural 

development. 

In 1912, he established 'The King Edward Agricultural Institute' in Kolhapur with the aim of 

advancing farming techniques and modernizing agriculture. He established a museum dedicated to 

modern farming tools, where he provided farmers with advanced tools, seeds, chemical fertilizers, 

and instruction to adopt modern farming techniques. He made efforts to enhance agriculture by 

organizing periodic agriculture and livestock exhibitions.  Maharaj grew tea and coffee in Panhala 

and Bhudargarh, in addition to agriculture. Shahu Maharaj also conducted trials with growing 

commercial crops such as cardamom, cocoa, rubber, jute, mango, and potato. Plantations including 

jamun, mango, fennel, and cashew were promoted and funded. 

Radhanagari Dam Project construction:  

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj toured Europe in 1902. He keenly watched how the people of 

Europe had fully utilized natural resources. Subsequently, he initiated the Radhanagari Dam project 

with the aim of enhancing agricultural practices and providing potable water. Chhatrapati Shahu 

Maharaj designed Radhanagari dam in 1907. Economic and technological challenges resulted in 

numerous obstacles throughout the construction of the dam. However, he persisted in the 

construction of the dam, but it was not finished when he passed away. Subsequently, a power 

producing facility was constructed at the foot of the dam.  

Thoughts on industry, commerce, and collaboration:  

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj elucidated the industrial-related economic policy. Previously, it 

was thought that it was not the responsibility of the political or governmental entities to stimulate 

economic activity like manufacturing, business, and trade. This approach was followed by the 

British. Shahu Maharaj rejected traditional beliefs and believed that economic growth relied on 

industrialization, asserting that economic prosperity hinged on the success of the industry. That's 

why it's recommended for individuals to unite and create cooperative industries, cooperative 

organizations, and cooperative markets. When establishing such a structure, it is important to 

distribute it among various locations rather than concentrating it in one spot to offer employment 

opportunities to the surrounding residents.  

He initiated a ginning factory in Ichalkaranji for this reason. Following this, two ginning 

factories were established in Kolhapur, one in Shirol, one in Chinchali, and one in Gadhinglaj. He 

emphasized the importance of developing roads and railways for enhancing industry and trade. 

During the 19th century, Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj founded companies in many sectors such as 

private, public, cooperative, and joint to promote industrial and commerce growth. He thought that 

industrial and commercial growth are essential for national development. Chhatrapati Shahu 

Maharaj created Shahu Chhatrapati Mill in the public sector to support private enterprises. 

Simultaneously, it promoted private printing societies through the establishment of weavers' 

institutes. He founded multiple companies including a paper factory, oil mills, and The Kolhapur 

Motor Services. 

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj founded the Urban Co-operative Bank and Balbhim Co-

operative Bank in 1912 through the enactment of a Co-operative Act. Kolhapur district continues to 

lead in the cooperative sector. He thought that collaboration among numerous individuals is 

essential for rapid progress. Trade sectors have significantly contributed to the country's 

advancement. Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj clearly said that he felt he was falling behind in the 

business area. This is apparent in his presidential speech to the All India Maratha Education Council 

in 1917. He advocates for Marathi individuals to diversify beyond traditional occupations like 
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farming or military service, and instead contribute to the country's development by entering the 

trade industry and advancing their own prosperity. 

Creation of the Shahupuri jaggery Market: 

Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj emphasized decentralization over concentration of markets for 

prosperity. Initially, there were no significant marketplaces due to unfavorable trading conditions in 

Kolhapur state. The highest quality jaggery made in Kolhapur state was transported to the Rajapur 

market in Konkan and then distributed to locations such as Mumbai. The molasses was commonly 

referred to as Rajapuri jaggery due to its high grade. Shahu Maharaj observed that jaggery 

originated from Kolhapur but gained recognition as Rajapuri jaggery due to the market in Rajapur. 

Shahu Maharaj initiated the establishment of a new market named Shahupuri and built up a 

spinning and weaving factory, jaggery market, and farmers' cooperatives to address the crisis. He 

promoted trade by granting specific privileges to traders in Kolhapur, Kagal, and Nipani. This 

resulted in a boost in economic activity by establishing an equitable market for agricultural goods 

within the institution. 

Maharaj's attempts to alleviate drought: 

Shahu Maharaj personally met with the people of Kolhapur state immediately upon 

receiving word of drought. Simultaneously, he would instruct the revenue officials to personally 

assess the drought condition and promptly report this information to the court.  During the famine in 

Kolhapur in 1899-1900, the Shahu Maharaja established a special department for drought relief in 

the princely realm. He recruited additional commissioners, famine officers, and two sub-overseers 

to manage the situation. Maharaj's administrative work reflects his deep interest for his subjects. 

Shrot term plans:Aside from administrative actions, many other efforts were necessary to alleviate 

the drought conditions. The Maharaja created efforts to discover and eliminate the fundamental 

causes of drought. 

Affordable grain stores: During a noticeable drought, the prices of food grains would increase 

substantially. Cheap grain shops were established in Kolhapur operating on a non-profit basis to 

address this issue. The court simultaneously provided unsecured loans to grain traders for 

purchasing grain from several states. 

Grain import: During the drought, Maharaj procured food grains from the British government and 

several institutions, distributing them equitably among his impoverished citizens. 

Hydrating with water: The drought-induced drinking water scarcity led to fatalities due to 

dehydration. To address the situation, the Maharaja initiated the construction of new wells and 

bunds with financial aid from the princely state court. Maharaj was passionate about ensuring 

enough water supplies to the people during droughts. 

Infrastructure development of roads and bridges:Shahu Maharaj prioritized the construction of 

roads and bridges during the drought to provide employment opportunities for the local populace, 

achieving the dual goals of infrastructure development and job creation. 

Drought Allowance: 

During the drought, Shahu Maharaja began providing a drought allowance to laborers, 

servants, and teachers of the institute starting on November 1, 1896. Each month, they received an 

amount equivalent to the market value of 10 Lions (shers) of jowar as drought allowance.  

Cheap boarding accommodations for underprivileged students:Chh. Shahu Maharaja arranged 

affordable accommodations for underprivileged students attending Rajaram College and Rajaram 

High School in Kolhapur. 

Agricultural loans: Shahu Maharaj believed that to combat droughts, significant investments in 

agriculture were necessary. He focused on enhancing agricultural practices by offering free or low-

interest loans for activities such as well-digging, purchasing seeds, fertilizers, livestock, tools, and 

land leveling. 

Concluding Remarks:Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj was a significant social reformer who worked 

on various initiatives to enhance the princely state of Kolhapur. He was inspired by the political, 

social, and economic transformations in Europe, contrasting with the uneducated, ignorant, and 
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stereotypical society in India. Shahu Maharaj aimed to uplift the marginalized community and 

promote the cultural, social, and economic progress of the Bahujans. Chhatrapati Shahu Maharaj 

promoted education, eradication of untouchability, advancement of nomadic castes, establishment 

of settlement houses, and social welfare through reservation. He also focused on modernizing 

agriculture and recognized the significance of industry, trade, and cooperation in development, 

implementing necessary changes. The measures implemented in Kolhapur Princely State had 

positive effects on its citizens, with the impact of the drought being significantly lower compared to 

other provinces. Shahu Maharaj's actions in response to the drought were more effective than those 

taken by the British in their territories, highlighting the effectiveness of his approach. Shahu 

Maharaj's comprehensive and widespread strategy for drought relief is evident from the analysis of 

his planning efforts. 

References: 

1) Maharashtra State Gazetteer , Ancient Period, Vol.-I. 

2) Latthe A B. (1924), Memories of Rajarshi Shahu Chh. Maharaja of Kolhapur, Time Press 

Bombay. 

3) Graham D.C., Statistical Report on the Kolhapur State 

4) Dr. Jaysingrao Bhausaheb Pawar, Chhatrapati Shahu's life. 

5) Rajashri Shahu Chhatrapati Papers Volume IV (1900-1905 A.D) (New Gov. Policies) 

Edited By Dr. Sangave Vilas, Dr. Khane B.D., Published by Dr. Sabale B.P. Registrar 

Shivaji University, Kolhapur. 

6) Rajarshi Shahu Chhatrapati Papers, Kolhapur Archives, Vol. VII. Kolhapur, 1997.  

7) Nalawade M. D. (1978), " Shahu Chhatrapati of Kolhapur: A Social Revolutionary (1874- 

1922), Ph.D. Thesis (unpublished), Shivaji University, Kolhapur. 

8) Mhopare Rahul S. (2006), "Economic policies and programmes of Rajarshi Chhatrapati 

Shahu Maharaj" Ph.D. Thesis, Department of Economics, Shivaji University. 

9) Dhingra I. C. (1982), Agricultural Economy of India, Sultan Chand & Sons Publishers, New 

Delhi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


