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“Environment-friendly Ganesha Making Workshop” 

 

Introduction: 

The Ganesha Festival in Maharashtra is celebrated on a grand scale with elaborate 

Ganesha statues adorning households and public spaces. However, the use of non-

environmentally friendly materials in making these statues poses a significant 

threat to the environment. In response to this, the Department of Computer 

Science at Vivekanand College, Kolhapur (Autonomous) has been organizing an 

annual "Environment-friendly Ganesha Making Workshop" to raise 

awareness and promote eco-friendly practices. 

Objectives: 

✓ Promote Environmental Awareness: The primary objective of this best 

practice is to raise awareness among students and teachers about the 

environmental impact of traditional Ganesha statues made from non-

biodegradable materials. 

✓ Encourage Environment-friendly Practices: The workshop aims to 

motivate participants to make their own Ganesha statues using eco-friendly 

materials, particularly clay, to reduce the ecological footprint associated 

with the festival. 

✓ Skill Enhancement: By inviting an expert, Mr. Aman Salim Shaikh, a 

terracotta and pottery artist, participants gain valuable skills in eco-friendly 

Ganesha statue making, allowing them to create their own environmentally 

conscious idols. 

✓ Community Impact: The practice seeks to influence not only the college 

community but also the broader society by promoting sustainable and 

responsible festival celebrations. 

  



Motivation: 

✓ Environmental Concerns: The motivation behind this initiative stems 

from growing environmental concerns related to festivals, including the 

negative impact of non-biodegradable materials used in making Ganesha 

statues. 

✓ Educational Institution Leadership: Vivekanand College takes a 

leadership role in promoting responsible environmental practices by 

organizing such workshops, aligning with its commitment to holistic 

education. 

✓ Expert Guidance: The invitation of Mr. Aman Salim Shaikh, an expert in 

eco-friendly Ganesha making, demonstrates the college's dedication to 

providing quality training and motivation to its students and faculty.  

Implementation Process: 

✓ Annual Workshops: The college organizes the workshops every year 

before the Ganesha Festival, allowing participants to learn and practice 

eco-friendly Ganesha making techniques. 

✓ Expert Trainer: Mr. Aman Salim Shaikh, with expertise in terracotta and 

pottery, conducts the workshops. He imparts knowledge and skills in 

creating Ganesha idols from environmentally friendly clay. 

✓ Hands-on Experience: Students and teachers actively participate in the 

workshops, gaining practical experience in crafting their own eco-friendly 

Ganesha statues. 

Benefits and Impact: 

✓ Environmental Consciousness: The workshops promote eco-friendly 

practices and highlight the importance of sustainable celebrations, 

reducing the environmental impact of festivals. 

✓ Skill Development: Participants acquire valuable skills in terracotta art 

and pottery, enhancing their creative abilities and fostering appreciation for 

traditional crafts. 

✓ Community Outreach: The college's efforts extend beyond its campus, as 

students and teachers become advocates for eco-friendly Ganesha making 

in the broader community. 

✓ Fostering Cultural and Environmental Harmony: The initiative 

showcases how traditional festivals and environmental responsibility can 

coexist, offering a sustainable approach to celebrating cultural events.  

The "Environment-friendly Ganesha Making Workshop" organized by 

Vivekanand College serves as a model best practice that not only educates but 

also motivates individuals to embrace environmentally friendly practices during 

festivals, contributing to a healthier and more sustainable future. 



































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Problem 
Everybody loves celebrate Ganesh festival 

with great zeal. But the most serious impact 

of the Ganesh festival on environment is due 

to the immersion of idols. The immersion of 

idols made out of chemical materials causes 

significant water pollution. The use of 

thermocol and plastic in pandals as well as for 

garlands and other decorations increases non 

biodegradable waste. The toxic waste from 

these materials kills plant and animal life in 

the water bodies. Celebrating eco- friendly 

Ganesh festival enables you to celebrate 

festival grandly without harming 

environment and other living beings. 

Environment Friendly 
Ganesha making workshop 

Towards sustainable 

development... 
As going green is the new mantra, say no to idols 

made of chemical, Plaster of paris, clay, plastic, 

thermocol (polystyrene). Opt for natural, 

biodegradable material so that after immersions 

(visarjan) it does not pollute water and 

surroundings. 

The workshop is for all individuals who loves 

Ganesh Festival and love to sustain environment 

and ready to start spreading the environment 

harming awareness among society and people. 

We will bring the opportunity to all students and 

staff to become a part of this environment 

sustainability fest. 

 

Resource Person: Mr. Aman Salim Shaikh (terracotta and pottery artist and eco-friendly Ganesha hand building expert) 

 

Ms. R. Y Patil Dr. V. B. Waghmare Dr. R. R. Kumbhar 
Co-ordinator Head of Department Principal 

 
Organizing Team : Dr. I. K. Mujawar, Ms. M. P. Dinde 
  Mr. J. S. Shinde, Mr. Sagar Kamble 

 

Venue : Shikashanmaharshi Dr. Bapuji Salunkhe Samadhi Parisar, Vivekanand College Campus, Kolhapur.  
  

Shri Swami Vivekanand Shikshan Sanstha’s 

Vivekanand College, Kolhapur (Autonomous) 
 

  Monday 29th August 2022 at 11:30AM onwards  
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